Cycle Route Signage Audit – Information for Participants
Background
CCC has recently released the Christchurch City Cycle Guide ‘08. The updated map highlights 12 routes that are intended to operate as ‘flagship’ routes for the city. CCC is looking to improve the legibility of these routes, particularly for cyclists who may be unfamiliar with them. The first step is to undertake a systematic audit of each route. The audits are about improving the existing routes depicted on the map, not about deviating from or extending these routes at this stage.
Objectives
· To complete audits of the 12 key routes in the Christchurch Cycle Guide ’08.
· To recommend signage along the 12 routes to improve their legibility and highlight relevant destinations along the way (using the attached set of ‘signage principles’ as guidance).
· To recommend any infrastructural improvements along the 12 routes which will contribute to cyclist safety, a level of service improvement for cyclists or improve their legibility.
Method

· 3 or 4 participants (1 from CCC, the remainder from Spokes) cycle the route in both directions recording locations, issues, and recommended actions on A3 aerial photo base maps and a worksheet (all information to be recorded on one master copy).

· Ideally, participants will represent different cyclist user profiles i.e. less confident and more confident cyclists. Regardless of levels of confidence, it is useful to consider how the route might be perceived by a less confident cyclist as they are more likely to be discouraged from cycling. It would also be useful to have at least one participant who has not cycled the route previously.
· The audit may take a ½ day by the time the route is ridden in both directions and all recommended actions are recorded.

· The CCC staff member will produce a report with recommendations for sign off by all participants as an accurate record of the audit.

· CCC staff will then use the recommendations in the report when budgeting and implementing signage and minor infrastructural improvements. Major infrastructural improvements will be considered for inclusion in the CCC capital programme.

Health and Safety
· Participants take part in the audit at their own risk. The audits are undertaken on roads under normal traffic conditions. All roads are ‘open’ and there are no special traffic controls or road closures. Consequently, all traffic rules and regulations must be obeyed. Please familiarise yourself with the Safety Rules for Cyclists in the NZ Road Code.

Equipment

· Please make sure your cycle is in good working condition.

· Participants must wear a securely fastened approved safety helmet.

· Please wear clothing appropriate for the weather conditions. It is a good idea to wear brightly coloured or reflective clothing.

Stopping Procedure

· The audit requires participants to stop often. Any member of the group can indicate that they want the group to stop at a particular place. The procedure for stopping is to raise your arm using the Stop Hand Signal in the NZ Road Code. All participants must then stop at the nearest convenient location off the carriageway and not blocking pedestrian access.
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