CCC Estuary AHEIT Notes

Ihutai Management Plan from the Avon-Heathcote Estuary Ihutai Trust 

Notes    (Alex Drysdale of Trust visited Spokes)
Nb: Progress on goals is reported in second document which follows.

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=explorer&chrome=true&srcid=0B43syqhCcNE_Zjc5YTJiYzQtNDI1NS00ZDU1LTk3ZTMtOTg2YzUyNDg2ZjU1&hl=en 
This plan contains 4 Goals, 19 Targets and 76

Actions and 5 overarching actions and outcomes. Goals relevant to cycling covered.
P 23 Goal 3 Target 1: Protect the Estuary from further reclamation and encroachment.
No further reclamations in the Estuary or along its shores.
P 24 Goal 3 Target 2: Unique vistas around the Estuary are retained and enhanced.
NZIA and architect student to study and recommend. Done? Landscaping and sites inventory to be developed. Landscape Plan to be developed. Done? No new private structures, only ones for public use to be allowed.
P 25 Goal 4 Target 1: Water quality in the Estuary is improved so that conditions are safe for swimming and other water contact activities.
P 26 Goal 4 Target 2: Pedestrian access to and around the Estuary is protected and improved.  Identify areas around the edge of the Estuary where public access needs to be enhanced, and, where appropriate, reinstated. Survey users (including provision

for people with disabilities) and seek input from experts to ensure ecological needs are balanced with recreational aspirations (e.g. bird habitat).

Identify roads and reserves around Estuary.   Recreational needs analysis complete by end 2006.
A recreational needs analysis to be completed by end of 2007.
Nb: disable access is a priority. Cyclists are an excluded group?
Has either recreational analysis been done?

Goal 4 Target 3: Facilities for recreational activities are provided at appropriate sites around the Estuary and rivers.
Access and facilities for recreational activities are appropriately improved. Nb: this clearly seeks to meet recreational needs and to provide infrastructure. Cycling is part of recreation.
P 27 Goal 4 Target 4: Adverse recreational and visitor impacts on the Estuary environment are minimised. Calls for mitigation of recreational impacts and education for all users. 
P 28 Over-arching actions and outcomes Oriented towards eco values, refuge status, inventory and protect, networking to like minded groups, Iwi. 
Word search found no match for cycling, cycle, bicycle. 
https://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B43syqhCcNE_Y2U4ODJhNTMtNjQyMS00OTgyLWJlZTItN2M3ZjRiZTY3OTM3&sort=name&layout=list&num=50 
Link is to progress report for the management plan

P 12 In 2005 Alex Drysdale appeared as an expert for the Christchurch Estuary

Association in the Environment Court hearing on providing a formed walkway in front of 149 Main Road. This was successful with a concrete pathway being formed.  Nb: was reclamation required? 

How and Why Christchurch City Council and the Community Should Clean Up McCormacks Bay (2010). Nb:Trust failed to achieve eco goals on this project.
Planner John Cook was commissioned by the Trust in 2008 to produce a report - The Provision of Public Access along the Shoreline on the Avon-Heathcote Estuary in the context of the Resource Management Act 1991, (2008). 
SEARCH FOR ONLINE COPY  No copy found on Trust’s site nor via google
The Trust was involved in plan design for Scott Park, the windsurf area and will be fully involved in the Green Edge and the Walking Edge Plans.

In reporting on issues and challenges the trust has had mixed success with a number of unsuitable projects and decisions being progressed. The lack of progress on City Plan revisions to protect open space is cited as a major problem. The landscape management plan has not been achieved due to a lack of resources.
P 13 Pedestrian access to and around the Estuary is protected and improved. How well did we do?
The Christchurch City Council’s Green Edge Review (2005),(not on CCC site, Eric.Banks@ccc.govt.nz contacted for copy) [the Draft Moncks Bay - Scarborough Beach Parks Plan has been out for consultation, the Estuary Edge Master Plan (Green Edge and Walking Access Plan) is in early stages] and the Rob Greenaway Rob Greenaway & Associates Avon Heathcote Recreation Survey 2006-7 (May 2007) identify areas around the edge of the Estuary where public access needs to be enhanced, and, where appropriate, reinstated. No luck with search for this on the Trust’s site.  This link came up for the Avon Heathcote survey 2006-7 but is the Sarah Dodson, student report focused on eco issues.
https://docs.google.com/leaf?id=0B43syqhCcNE_YzhhYzhmYWYtZmYzOS00ZGU4LTk1MGUtYjFlODM4YjdjMjVi&sort=name&layout=list&num=50 
AHEIT commissioned John Cook (Planner) to write a report on improving foreshore access. This initiative is active but resting as significant progress on restricting loss of access was achieved in 2006. Progress is limited by LTCCP processes. Nothing found on site. 
Humphreys Drive seawall repair and the shoreline access way are awaiting assessment by Christchurch City Council engineers. This is a low priority for the Christchurch City Council.

In 2009 the Trust published a concept plan for a walkway for the area from the windsurf car park to the end of the causeway in Redcliffs. Following on from this publicity, a public workshop was held in August 2009 to discuss this concept in more detail. From this meeting a working party was formed to work on a comprehensive plan for a walkway for the Estuary. No further info on site.
The Christchurch City Council contracted Rob Greenaway and Associates to undertake a Recreation Survey of the Estuary in the summer of 2006/7. The Avon Heathcote Estuary Recreation Survey was published in 2007. Little conflict between users was recorded. Work was subsequently done on this issue by the University of

Canterbury 2008 Geography Department and Islay Marsden.

P 14 Improved public access and facilities for recreational activities are provided at appropriate sites around the Estuary. How well did we do?

The Christchurch City Council contracted Rob Greenaway and Associates to undertake a Recreation Survey of the Estuary in the summer of 2006/7. The Avon Heathcote Estuary Recreation Survey was published in 2007. Little conflict between users was recorded. Work was subsequently done on this issue by the University of

Canterbury 2008 Geography Department and Islay Marsden. Listed on site, but no link.
Adverse recreational and visitor impacts on the Estuary environment are minimised. How well did we do?

The establishment of our Walkway Access sub-committee has begun to prioritise access problem areas.

P 15 Over-arching actions and outcomes    
Through the skills and resources of Environment Canterbury, the Trust successfully established an on-line GIS mapping project for the Estuary in 2007. This map contains 140 layers of information which form a repository for much of the GIS compatible research and information on the Estuary. The GIS which is linked to the Trust’s website is a great resource both for serious students and those who are have a general interest in the Estuary.

An audit of structures in and around the Estuary was completed in 2002. Kimberley Jupp’s GPS work on the estuary boundary has been added to the GIS system.

Link to map http://www.estuary.org.nz/research/gis/ 
