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16 February 2012
RE: Linwood Village Draft Master Plan

SUBMISSION FROM SPOKES CANTERBURY

Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission.  Spokes Canterbury is a local cycling advocacy group with approximately 1,500 members that is affiliated with the national Cycling Advocates Network (CAN). All submissions are developed online and include member’s input. Spokes is dedicated to including cycling as an everyday form of transport in the greater Christchurch area.  

We would like the opportunity to appear at any public hearing, council or community board meeting that is held to consider this project. Notification of such meetings can be sent to the email address provided. Should there be an officer’s report or similar document(s) we would appreciate a copy(s). 

If you require further information or there are matters requiring clarification, please contact our Submissions Convenor Dirk De Lu in the first instance.  His contact details are: 

38 Thorrington Road

Cashmere, Christchurch 8140

Phone: 337 1790

Email: dirk4@paradise.net.nz
Keith Turner

Chairperson, Spokes Canterbury

Introduction

Linwood Village could become a model cycling and walking innovation hub that is the envy of other suburbs.  Council actively seeking to meet the needs of 22% of people in the area who do not have access to a car provides the “vehicle” to be more creative and ambitious.

More support for cycling is found in the “Share an Idea” process. The community is ready for real vision supported by action. The results from “Share an Idea” emphatically reveal a clear need and demand for “safe” and “inviting” cycle infrastructure.  

This plan needs to be more ambitious in relation to active and public transport solutions in a community context. The key words to meet community expectations are “safe” and “inviting”. The draft plan presented fails to build on the public’s need for and support of cycling and walking for transport.  

Cycle infrastructure is adequate if parents are comfortable with a ten year old using it. Many adults will find this proposed Stanmore Road transport solution intimidating. This is a key cycling corridor yet cyclists will be forced to find alternate routes, if any exist. Cycling will be effectively discouraged. 

Landscaped centre medians and/or wide footpaths with street furniture are nice to haves. Genuine transport choice supported by attractive, inviting safe cycle lanes, footpaths, pedestrian crossings and parking sited so as to minimise its impact on through traffic are must haves. 

Good Points
Some key Master Plan points we support are: 

· Cycle parking that is easily accessible and visible from the street.

· Management of vehicle movements to ensure pedestrian safety and access.

· Maximising space on footpaths, particularly on the sunny side of the street.
· Improving bus waiting spaces with shelters and real time information, seating and good lighting based on CPTED principles.

· Street treatments that consider the elderly and the needs of people with mobility impairments.

To these need to be added:

· Cycle parking must be convenient, secure, and adequate. Increase cycle parking and facilities requirement to at least 20% of occupants/employees and visitors accommodated. Options to increase this amount as demand warrants must be included. Moreover, make that cycle parking functional but funky.

· Management of vehicle movements to ensure cyclist safety and access.

· Cycle lanes, 2m width, add .9m buffer from on street parked cars. (Widths as per current NZTA guidance in the NZ Supplement to Austroads Part 14) 
· Given the pedestrian and cycle density reduce speed limit to 30Kph.

· Direct consultation with cyclists who currently use the area about their needs and concerns.  
This plan includes on street parking to appeal to adjacent business owners in an attempt to gain their support. The goal of making Linwood an attractive stopping point for through car traffic will not be achieved by plans for landscaped medians and on street parking. 
  
Many of the quick trip visitors will come on foot and cycle. Those in cars will need better retail or professional services to induce them to stop, and will require longer term easier to use parking. 

Landlords should be encouraged to cater to the non motorised community members who are their natural clientele. Pooled attractive off-street parking (not short-term 10 minute parking) is important to support retail activity.  

Merchants require information and support to help understand the concept of park and walk, as occurs in the suburban malls. Pooled off-street parking spreads the gain to a wider number of retailers and creates an inviting ambiance which encourages higher foot, bicycle, and even motorised traffic. This is the benefit of removing on street parking between Worcester and Gloucester. Creating an attractive shopping environment is more important to gaining custom than on street parking. 

The draft Master Plan needs to be consistent with the adopted CCC Cycle Strategy, Road Safety Strategy, Climate Smart and other strategies. The draft Master Plan has no cycle network, little cycle infrastructure (some bike racks and advance cycle boxes at lights in the artist’s impression). There has been no consultation with the cycling community. Preliminary community consultation done for this plan found residents value the “High levels of foot traffic and cycle activity in the village throughout the day.” 
This plan falls far short of what can be achieved and is absolutely required. 
CCC has seized on the practice of narrow traffic lanes, no cycle infrastructure and inadequate acknowledgement of the responses and interactions between road users, as the answer to the community’s demands for improved transport choice. Public transport is left to bully its way through and the whole thing is touted as safer due to the fact no one can go fast. Tellingly, the plan makes no mention of reducing speed limits. 

Spokes is left to wonder if Council’s transportation planners were even consulted on this plan. 

In this submission Spokes has tried to make clear our serious concerns for how the proposed rebuild of Christchurch is being furthered. 
Spokes wants to support the Council to celebrate in the Vision and its implementation of the Linwood Village Master Plan. 
The submission form provided in the draft Master Plan notes:
"Local people and organisations can be well placed to lead or assist with the implementation of the draft Linwood Village Master Plan action" 
 
Spokes would like to be listed as a contact point for assisting with the consultation and implementation of any proposed transport solutions.  We will provide local cyclists to work with Council.
 
We would also like to be mentioned under "Recovery together (Page 37) as an organisation with "an interest in supporting the Village and in supporting the local community" (alongside Greening the Rubble etc).  For several years Spokes Canterbury members working under the umbrella of Te Whare Roimata, have run well attended bicycle maintenance workshops, which regularly see over a 100 people attend, most local cyclists.
 
Wording that describes our organisation under "Partnership opportunities" could be as follows: 
 
Spokes Canterbury, a group of people seeking to help Council make utility cycling a safe and attractive option.  This charitable organisation regularly consults with Council on cycling opportunities for Christchurch and its immediate surrounds, including making a submission to this draft Master Plan.  www.spokes.org.nz  
Membership is free for anyone interested in helping re-establish Christchurch as a city that cycles. Spokes assists Te Whare Roimata to run a regular bike maintenance workshop for locals several times every year usually held at the Linwood Community Arts Centre.
�  “At least once a week I encounter somebody opening their car door on me while I am biking down Stanmore Road* so I hate to think what will happen if the Christchurch City Council go ahead with this ludicrous idea of removing the lanes. Obviously these people do not ride a bicycle.”  Comment from cyclist Marylyn Morrison


*Note: This is with the existing cycle lane at the Northern end of Stanmore Road, between Hills Road and Woodham Road & Avonside Drive.





� WHAT SHOPPERS WANT – THE REALLOCATION OF


ROAD SPACE


Beca Infrastructure Ltd, New Zealand





�  Cycling Expertise “Cycling to Shopping” German Institute of Urban Affairs  Copy available via email and upon request from newsletter@Spokes.org.nz


� From NZ Herald 5 February 2012 “NZ driving angers visitors”


Acting Superintendent Rob Morgan, national manager of road policing, acknowledged New Zealand had a "history and reputation for having aggressive drivers".


From NZ Herald 5 February 2012 Waterfront bike death: the 'fall guy'


“The motorist cleared yesterday of charges over a cyclist's death was the "fall guy" for a "highly hazardous pinchpoint" on Auckland's Tamaki Drive… Mr Becker "was the fall guy for the infrastructure - [Jane Bishop] was the victim".





