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4 April 2008
Dear Submitter
bus priority project – papanui road / main north road corridor
Thank you for your feedback on the concept plans for the Papanui Road / Main North Road bus priority route.  Community consultation was undertaken on the Papanui Route from 15 October 2007 – 17 December 2007.  The Papanui route specific consultation brochure was distributed to approximately 8,720 households along the route and side streets (residents and absentee landowners), as well as stakeholders and other interested groups.  A total of 15,000 route specific brochures were printed and distributed.  

There were 253 responses received on the Papanui route, through a variety of media, as follows:

· Customer Service Requests – 2

· Emails – 19

· Feedback forms – 185

· Have Your Say - 20

· Letters – 13

· Phone calls – 14

In addition there were five route specific seminars held, as well as three meetings with representatives of the Merivale and Papanui businesses, and one on-site meeting with a resident.

The majority of respondents (66%) were in support of the proposals. 

	Support
	Number of Responses
	% of Total Responses

	Support
	168
	66%

	Oppose
	63
	25%

	Not Specified
	22
	9%

	Total
	253
	100%


The key issues raised were in relation to:

· Location of bus lanes

· Bus lanes and businesses

· Bus stop locations

· Congestion

· Merivale Mall area

· Papanui Shops area

· Pedestrian crossing points

· Footpath design

· Flush median

· Papanui Road

· Main North Road

· Selwyn House

The project team has considered all of the feedback received, and based on this feedback, the following changes have been made to the original concept plans shown in the consultation leaflet (October 2007):

· Afternoon part-time bus lanes are recommended to run from 3pm–6pm inclusive, except for outside schools which will run from 4pm–6pm inclusive.  This is to allow for the extra parking required as children are picked up from school between these hours.

· The proposal to offer two residential parks to the occupants of 158 Papanui Road was rejected by the project team.  Instead the existing unrestricted parking is recommended to be replaced with P120 restricted parking, which should be included with the Merivale Parking Strategy.  

· The Merivale Mall area was redesigned to accommodate the concerns raised by the local business owners and managers, including the following amendments:

· A reduction in the number of on-street parking spaces lost through a re-design of the traffic lanes and cycle lanes

· Proposed left in and left out only turn restrictions at Mansfield Avenue and Office Road

· Investigation of time restricted parking for the Merivale area, which should be incorporated into the Merivale Parking Strategy.

· The existing bus stop is to remain outside St Georges Hospital.  

· The request for traffic lights to include right turn arrows at the Papanui Road / Heaton St / Innes Road intersection was rejected by the project team.  There has only been one right turn crash with a minor injury in the last five years according to the CAS database.

· The Papanui Road / Harewood Road shops area amendments include:

· Investigation of time restricted parking for this area

· Proposed angle parking spaces on Blair Ave and Bellvue Ave

· Installation of loading bays on Papanui Road and Harewood Road

· General improvements to the landscaping and street furniture in the area

· The northbound bus lane has been shortened by 3m to allow for the retention of the pedestrian build-out.  This was amended as it was considered that it would be difficult to cross to the refuge island during the PM peak as pedestrians would have to cross two lanes of traffic.

· The alternative scheme designs proposed for the Merivale Mall area and the Papanui Road / Harewood Road area is shown in the attached plans.

· The Main North Road and Cranford Street intersection has been altered on the southbound approach and the southbound departure legs.  The southbound approach has been modified by widening the 3.0m wide bus lane to 4.2m in width.  It was considered that the amount of extra kerb widening required was minimal when compared to the kerb widening required for the inclusion of a 3.0m wide bus lane.  This reduces the potential conflict between buses and cyclists as the lane previously narrowed to 3.0m on the approach to the limit line.  The southbound departure leg of the intersection has been widened to accommodate three lanes as there is the potential that a bus could enter the intersection mid-green signal and three lanes would be required to merge into one.  The merge lanes have been lengthened, which requires an extra length of kerb widening.
We anticipate submitting a report to the Shirley/Papanui Community Board at its meeting on 16 April 2008 at the Papanui Service Centre, and to the Fendalton/Waimairi Community Board at its meeting on 15 April 2008 at the Fendalton Service Centre.  This report will then be submitted to Council seeking approval to proceed to detailed design, tender and construction.  We anticipate presenting the report to Council at its meeting on 15 May 2008.  
If you would like to attend the Shirley/Papanui Community Board meeting and/or request speaking rights, please contact the Community Board Adviser, Peter Croucher on (03) 941 5414.
If you would like to attend the Fendalton/Waimairi Community Board meeting and/or request speaking rights, please contact the Community Board Adviser, Clare Sullivan on (03) 941 6728.

If you have any queries regarding the above information, please do not hesitate to contact me on (03) 941 8662 or by email at kirsten.mahoney@ccc.govt.nz
Yours sincerely
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Kirsten Mahoney
consultation leader - transport
capital programme group

cc:
Peter Croucher, Community Board Adviser, Papanui Service Centre

Clare Sullivan, Community Board Adviser, Fendalton Service Centre


Roger Cave, Community Engagement Adviser, Papanui Service Centre


Andrea Wild, Community Engagement Adviser, Fendalton Service Centre
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