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Monday, 3 May 2010

Alan Bywater

Christchurch City Council, 
PO Box 237, 
Christchurch 8140
Dear Alan

Re: Christchurch Hospital Redevelopment Proposal (including land swap)

Thank you for the opportunity to meet with the project team, and to provide comment on the Christchurch hospital re-development proposal and exchange of land adjoining Hagley Park.  Our submission is as follows:
1) Spokes supports the proposed land swap as we consider that this would rationalise park management in the area and provide opportunities to improve walking and cycling linkages through the park.  In particular, it provides a significant opportunity to provide an off road cycling and walking link between the existing shared path along the south side of north Hagley Park with the shared path on Rolleston Avenue via the existing hospital access bridge.  This would improve cycling access to the hospital, arts centre and central city and to existing cycling routes to the north and south of the Antigua Street bridge.  We request that provision be made for such a link.
2) Spokes supports the master planning approach to the proposed hospital re-development, and in particular enhanced provisions for pedestrian access and circulation with the area. However, we are concerned about aspects of the proposed layout as they relate to traffic circulation and access to the hospital.  Our principal concerns are:

· Proposals for all service traffic to exit (and possibly enter) via the Rolleston Avenue bridge over the Avon, and the potential impacts of this on walking and cycling traffic along the shared path in Rolleston Avenue, as well as on the general amenity of this low traffic area.  There are already conflicts between hospital traffic over the bridge and walkers and cyclists on what is a major active transport route.  There is also potential for other traffic to use this route through the hospital as a “rat run” short cut between Riccarton Avenue and Rolleston Avenue.  The bridge was originally intended to be a temporary feature with restricted use, and our preference would be for it’s future use to be restricted to cycling and walking traffic only.  If there is to be continued use of the bridge for vehicular traffic, this should only be on a restricted basis, and consideration should be given to providing a light controlled intersection at the junction of the bridge access and Rolleston Avenue (as currently applies at Christ’s College).
· Proposals for all public and emergency vehicles to exit the hospital at the corner of Oxford Terrace next to Antigua Street bridge.  Currently, traffic seeking to exit the hospital by this route experience delays, and the Oxford Terrace crossing by Antigua Street bridge is a busy route for cyclists and pedestrians.  Having additional traffic exit at this intersection is likely to impede emergency vehicles trying to exit the hospital, and also result in potential danger and increased delays for walkers and cyclists trying to cross Oxford Terrace, as well as traffic on Oxford Terrace itself.  
We request that consideration be given to alternative exit points for all traffic entering and exiting the hospital, including the possibility of a new exit at the intersection of Riccarton and Hagley Avenues.
3) Spokes requests that, as part of the re-development project, opportunities be taken to improve access for active and public transport users both to the hospital and on adjoining roads.  In particular, the re-development should be used as a catalyst to implement travel plans for hospital staff that encourage use of active and public transport, as well as enhancing cycling access, parking and related facilities for staff and visitors.   

4) Cycling facilities along the eastbound side of Riccarton Avenue next to the hospital (and on to Tuam Street) include a dangerously under-width cycle lane, and are currently inadequate and confusing.  These deficiencies should be addressed as part of the re-development project and/ or in conjunction with the Riccarton bus priority project.  

5) There is also an opportunity to improve the currently circuitous cycling route between Antigua Street bridge and South Hagley Park through the provision of a cycling contra lane (or similar) along the NW side of Oxford Terrace with a signalised crossing at the Riccarton/ Hagley Ave intersection.  This would also link well with the proposed Avon River boulevard east from Antigua Street bridge provided for in the Avon Masterplan.
Overall, we consider that the redevelopment proposal provides opportunities for a win-win situation for the city and for public health, but for these to occur full consideration needs to be given to the opportunities and potential implications for active and public transport use in and around the hospital area.

Yours sincerely

Robin Delamore

Cycling Improvements convenor - Spokes
