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What’s happening out there ?

•2006 Census figures for travel mode to work for Christchurch were:
Walking 5.8%  Cycling 6.5% Bus 5.1%

•In the 20 years up to 2006, the numbers cycling to work fell by about 
40% from 11% to 6.5% of the total.

•Recent CCC cycle counts show that over the last five years the number 
of cycle commuters increased by 25%. 

•The number of school cyclists dropped by 16% over this period, 
after having halved in the previous five years from 1998 to 2003.  



What the Strategies say

Regional Land Transport Strategy
Policy 1.2: Support greater use of cycling, ensuring the guiding principles for 
cycling are applied.

Targets for Greater Christchurch (UDS area) for 2011:
Increase proportion of all trips (excluding walking trips) made by 
cycle to twelve percent.

Draft Greater Christchurch TDMS
Goals

An increase in proportion of trips made using sustainable 
travel options.

Desired outcomes of the strategy (include):
Increased use of public transport, cycling and walking modes of 
travel.



Christchurch cycling strategy

“Cycling is a priority for the Christchurch City Council”

2.2 Objectives

To increase cycling in Christchurch

• Target 1: To increase the percentage of the populat ion who commute to work by 
cycle from 7.3% in 2001 to 8.5% in 2006 and 10% in 2011.

• Target 2: To increase the percentage of intermediat e and secondary school age 
students who cycle to school from the 2003 level of  18% to 20% in 2008 and 24% in 
2012.

To increase the enjoyment of cycling in Christchurch

To improve safety for cyclists in Christchurch



What the LTCCP says

Strategic issues (p25)
“The New Zealand Transport Strategy stresses the need to integrate transport and land-use 
planning, make the best use of existing networks, and increase the availability and use of 
public transport, cycling and walking, ... These approaches are reflected in the Canterbury 
Regional Land Transport strategy which in turn has shaped the Council’s approach to 
transport in this LTCCP.”

Highlights (p30)
“$68 million has been budgeted to promote active travel, where the council 
encourages walking or cycling by making it easier and more pleasant for people to 
choose alternative transport methods and help reduce the pressure on our roads.”

What is the Council trying to achieve? Active transpo rt (p82)
“Provide safe, attractive cycling and walking networks that:
• are well–integrated with roads, and with parks and other open spaces 
• cater for recreational users and commuters, and for different levels of ability”



What the LTCCP actually does

Targets don’t provide for any increase in cycling as a proportion of total 
trips. 

CAPEX expenditure on the road network over the next 10 years is $622 
million.

$68 million for Active Transport, but:
•$48 million is for footpath re-surfacing
•$3 million is for new footpaths
•$10.5 million is for the SME cycle path.  

That leaves:
•Only $5 million for all other cycleway improvements
•less than $1 million for travel demand management 



What Spokes would like to see happen

•An organisational culture within council that is genuinely supportive of, 
and promotes cycling

•LTCCP targets for cycling that reflect the goals, policies and targets in 
the RLTS, draft TDMS and the Cycling Strategy

•A shift in spending from roads to active and public transport

•Increased capital expenditure on cycle ways improvements to at least 
the levels originally proposed in council’s draft budgets

•Inclusion in the LTCCP of the cycle projects and programmes  proposed 
in Spokes submission



1 A cycle friendly central city



6 Expansion of the Cycle Route Network

2 Railway Cycleway Extensions

3 Sumner to City Cycle Route
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5  Hagley Park access and path upgrades



7 Audit and Improvement Programme 

8  Safety Improvement Programme

9  Marketing of Utility Cycling 

10 CCC Cycle Strategy Review 

11 Review Cycle Counting Programme



Conclusions

• Increasing the proportion of trips made using active a nd public
transport will require investment in those options

• Proposed levels of cycling expenditure in the LTCCP a re not consistent 
with the policies goals and targets of the RLTS, TDM S and the Cycling 
Strategy 

•Both the quality and quantity of cycling expenditure  will need to be 
increased if Christchurch is to become a truly cycle f riendly city 





Percentage change between draft budget and LTCCP

14106881662753769634Road network

1119200162217181417Public Transport

414736867923115291Active travel

161722369048201077056Transport

%DecreaseLTCCPDraft budget


