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Thursday, 12 February 2009

Phillipa Upton

Christchurch City Council

PO Box 237

Christchurch Mail Centre

Christchurch 8140

Dear Phillipa

RE: PROPOSED KILMORE STREET CYCLE LANES

SUBMISSION FROM SPOKES CANTERBURY

Thanks for the opportunity to make this submission.  Spokes Canterbury is a local cycling advocacy group with approximately 1200 members that is affiliated with the national Cycling Advocates Network (CAN). Spokes is dedicated to including cycling as an everyday form of transport in the greater Christchurch area.  

Subject to our submission below, Spokes strongly supports the proposed cycle lanes for Kilmore St.  We would also like to draw to your attention to the fact that new Cycling Routes 2, 3 and 7 all pass down Kilmore St and this section of the routes was audited by a combined CCC cycle planner/ Spokes team in late 2008.  The results of this audit are held by the CCC cycle planners (Trudy Jones).  Where possible the recommendations should be incorporated in the proposed design.  

The following are our comments and suggestions on the proposed cycle lanes and other cycling improvements for this part of Kilmore St.

Design and access

Better provision for cyclists to access the Kilmore St east bound cycle lane is required. Cyclists can't come down Kilmore St, as it is one way from the bridge so they have to either turn from Madras St (not the most cycle friendly street in Christchurch) or cross from the blocked off part of Cambridge Tce, or the shared path on Oxford Street. As most cycle traffic using the proposed cycle lane will come from Oxford/ Cambridge the crossing points over the Madras/ Kilmore intersection should be improved to provide better access for east-bound cyclists. 

In conjunction with improving these crossing points, the opportunity should also be taken to improve access to and from the Madras St/ Kilmore St corner to the eastern continuation of Cambridge Tce (adjacent to #211).  This is an important linkage for cyclists wishing to travel along the Avon river, but the current path is narrow and somewhat obscure.  The path connections to Cambridge Tce on both sides of the Madras St intersection could be better highlighted at the crossings by paint marking around the intersection pathways.

Clearway outside 208-250 Kilmore St

The proposed Clearway is an improvement on the existing situation but it is not the best option.
The proposed temporary clearway outside #208-#222 is likely to be confusing for both motorist and cyclists, and will create a pinch point for cyclists when cars are parked there if the road width is not sufficient.

The proposed clearway will also potentially speed up traffic and any outside lane would need to be wide enough to safely accommodate cyclists (4.2 preferably 4.5 metres for Clearway). 

 Kilmore Street is a very popular route into town for west-bound cyclists and it is important the route is suitable at all times of the day, hence it is better to have a permanent cycle lanes right through including from Dawson Street to the  Madras St. 

From our observation there is not enough traffic to necessitate two through lanes of traffic west-bound along Kilmore Street from Fitzgerald Avenue to the fire station.  Road space to create a continuous cycle lane can be created by keeping the motorised traffic to one through lane until the fire station. The two lanes of traffic should begin at the beginning of the fire station entranceway, as traffic starts arranging themselves to divide into two lanes earlier and this will not encroach on the busy shopping centre of Kilmore Street area

In short, a single lane of traffic, a cycle lane (of suitable width), and retention of existing parking 24/7 will produce a better outcome for all residents and road users than the proposed Clearway.

It should be noted that this suggestion does not preclude a left hand only turn lane before Barbadoes Street (currently it is a left hand and straight through lane). Currently it is difficult for cyclists with mixed straight through and turning cars, and straight through cars are trapped behind left turning cars. 

Parking Issues

There are other parts of the proposal where parking provision needs to be looked at carefully. Some of these are not completely clear from the plan.

1. The first two car parks west-bound along the Kilmore/Madras Street Corner (despite some fairly recent remedial work in terms of yellow cross hatching) are creating a pinch point for cyclists just after crossing Madras Street and large or carelessly parked vehicles create insufficient distance between cyclist and motorised traffic.  At least one, preferably two, parks should be removed.  This is especially critical as traffic is often stopped at the Kilmore Street and Madras Street lights and is coming up to near maximum acceleration when it “hits” the part of Kilmore Street close to the first two parks on Kilmore Street/Madras Street corner.  It is not clear from the diagram of the new proposed cycle lane after Madras Street if these parking places have been removed although it may have been to create the cycle lane.

2. The left hand turn from Barbadoes Street into Kilmore Street is very awkward for cyclists as there is insufficient width, poor road surfacing, and a deep ditch.  Also, if a car is parked too near the corner on the Kilmore Street east-bound section (just after the left hand turn) the turning manoeuvre for cyclists is further compromised. We are unsure what is proposed for parking outside the Retropolitian and Dairy but this issue needs to be looked at.

3. The area outside the Tile Warehouse (296# 294# corner Fitzgerald and Kilmore Street Shops) often has poorly parked cars that create a hazard for east-bound cyclists cycling alongside traffic which reaches peak speed from starting cold at the lights on Fitzgerald Avenue.  It appears that parking has been removed to make room for the cycle lane.  This is essential even if there are not two west-bound lanes, as the alignment with Avonside Drive and Kilmore Street necessitates this to “push” motorised vehicles closer to the centre line and create enough space for cyclists.

No right turn into Oxford Terrace  

It is great to see the proposed east-bound cycle lane where it crosses Oxford Terrace coloured.  However, west-bound traffic travelling along Kilmore Street and wanting to turn right into Oxford Terrace creates a danger for east-bound cyclists hidden by east-bound cars waiting at the lights at busy times of the day.  The right-hand turn into Oxford Terrace also causes a significant hazard for cars turning left from Fitzgerald Avenue into Kilmore Street, who often need to make a sudden stop due to a car stopped waiting to turn right into Oxford Terrace.  There should be no right hand turn into Oxford Terrace especially now with the proposed changes. A similar situation applies with right turning traffic into Dawson St.

Signage and road markings

If, after careful consideration of all feedback received, it is determined that the Clearway should be installed, we offer the following comments, relating to signage and road markings in the Clearway area:
1. The variable clearway signs are unlikely to be useful from a cycling perspective. The "clearway time" one on the LH side should show a cycle symbol to the left of the through/left arrow, while the "outside clearway time" one should show a cycle symbol where the X is, perhaps to the right of a "P" symbol.  

2. We would like to see some coloured road marking at the end of the cycle lane in front of #260 to remind motorists about the continued presence of cyclists as they drift over into the clearway lane.  Coloured road marking is also required to make the cycle lane obvious where it resumes by the fire station.

3. The coloured cycle-box markings at Barbadoes St are not totally clear for all users. It looks like there is a very small space behind this box, which may be used by left-turning motorists.  These users could end up encroaching on the cycle box, particularly when parking is right up to the intersection, or blocking cyclists from getting to the box. Either the cycle box should be removed (i.e. forcing left-turners to stay in the main lane when the clearway is closed) or an adequate length turn lane and markings should be provided so that cyclists won't get stuck.

We would like to request a further on-site meeting to discuss these issues.

Thanks again for the opportunity to make this submission.  If there are matters requiring clarification, please contact our Submissions Co-ordinator Robin Delamore in the first instance.  His contact details are: 

274 Highsted Road

Casebrook

Christchurch 8051

Phone: 3599746

Email: robind@actrix.co.nz
Paul de Spa

Chairperson, Spokes Canterbury

