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Thursday, 12 February 2009
Peter Barnes
Christchurch City Council

PO Box 237

Christchurch Mail Centre

Christchurch 8140
Dear Peter
RE: PROPOSED LINWOOD AVENUE CYCLE LANES
SUBMISSION FROM SPOKES CANTERBURY
Thanks for the opportunity to make this submission.  Spokes Canterbury is a local cycling advocacy group with approximately 1200 members that is affiliated with the national Cycling Advocate's Network (CAN). Spokes is dedicated to including cycling as an everyday form of transport in the greater Christchurch area. 
Spokes supports improved provisions for cyclists in this part of Linwood Avenue.  We would like to draw to your attention to the fact that the Linwood Avenue cycling route 2 was audited by a combined CCC cycle planner/ Spokes team in late 2008.  The results of this audit are held by the CCC cycle planners (Trudy Jones), and where possible the recommendations should be incorporated in the proposed design for this part of Linwood Avenue.  

Our comments and suggestions on the proposed cycle lanes and other aspects of the design are as follows:

Access
At Worcester St, there is an opportunity for cyclists to cross over Linwood Ave to the other part of Worcester St (a connectivity advantage over motorists), but it's not clear that the pathway connections will be obvious enough for cyclists to encourage this. The approach paths on either side should be adjusted and marked to assist here.

The cycle median cut-throughs in the median opposite Cashel St are a useful feature.  However, cyclists will have difficulty crossing three lanes on the NE side of Linwood Ave.  These lanes could be reduced to two by deleting the right-turn lane at this point as this appears to extend a long way back from the Buckley’s/ Aldwins Rd intersection 

Additional path crossings of the Linwood Ave median should be considered for cyclists (and pedestrians) entering and leaving the many side roads between Chelsea and Tilford Street, and also to provide access into Linwood Park. The U-turn facilities for motorists are generally not suitable as cycle crossings.

Design and marking 
Just before the Hereford St intersection it appears that SE-bound cyclists will get squeezed due to the rather short through lane.  Removal of several parking spaces and some coloured road marking on the lateral transition would be of assistance here.  Similarly, the lane merge at the Hereford St intersection in the NW direction needs some additional colour marking of the cycle lane to avoid cyclists being squeezed out.

It is not clear if the marked spaces in front of #224 and #225 are bus stops.  If so, consideration needs to be given to indenting these into the footpath to allow cyclists to pass stopped buses.
We question the proposed use of a "Watch for Doors" sign NW of the Aldwins Road intersection.  Motorists are legally required to check for cyclists before opening their doors: this appears to absolve them of their responsibility. If there is insufficient width for cyclists to safely use the cycle lane, a wider lane should be provided.  To this end we would support removal of car parking along this section of Linwood Avenue. 
Coloured road marking should be used in the cycle lane on the inside curve opposite Cranley St to make this more visible to motorists. This could be tied in with colour across the slip lane entrance, which is also currently lacking.

Thanks again for the opportunity to make this submission.  If there are matters requiring clarification, please contact our Submissions Co-ordinator Robin Delamore in the first instance.  His contact details are: 
274 Highsted Road

Casebrook

Christchurch 8051

Phone: 3599746

Email: robind@actrix.co.nz
Paul de Spa

Chairperson, Spokes Canterbury
