[image: image1.jpg]



Thursday, 12 February 2009

Brian Boddy
Christchurch City Council

PO Box 237

Christchurch Mail Centre

Christchurch 8140
Dear Brian
RE: PROPOSED STANMORE ROAD CYCLING LANES
SUBMISSION FROM SPOKES CANTERBURY
Thanks for the opportunity to make this submission.  Spokes Canterbury is a local cycling advocacy group with approximately 1200 members that is affiliated with the national Cycling Advocate's Network (CAN). Spokes is dedicated to including cycling as an everyday form of transport in the greater Christchurch area.
Spokes strongly supports improved provisions for cyclists along Stanmore Road.  Our comments and suggestions on the proposals are as follows:

Access/ cycle crossings
The proposed design does not address the problems that arise for cyclists using River Road and trying to cross Stanmore Road, particularly during periods when traffic is heavy.  River Road forms part of the quiet cycling route down the true left of the Avon which has the potential to be one of Christchurch’s show piece recreational and commuter cycling routes.  Currently, the Stanmore Road crossing is the only real impediment to this occurring.

The proposed design provides for up to three lanes of traffic to be banked up at the Avonside lights across the River Road intersection.  Implementation of the project without provision for a cycle crossing will tend to reinforce both the perception and the reality that the intersection is a barrier for cyclists.  
Options for the river route to cross other parts of Stanmore Road are limited.  The marked cycle route down Draper and Swanns Rd which leads cyclists away from the river is also compromised by an inadequate crossing on Stanmore Rd at the intersection of these two roads.  This crossing has an inadequate and poorly placed refuge, and is further compromised by right turning traffic out of Swanns Rd.

Options for a cycle crossing at the Stanmore/ River Road intersection may include:

· A signalised cyclist/ pedestrian crossing on the north side of the intersection co-ordinated with the Stanmore/ Avonside lights, or

· Widening the footpath on both sides of Stanmore Rd east of the intersection and providing a refuge a short distance north of the proposed flush median towards Slade Avenue (similar to those at the Ashgrove/ Barrington intersection). 

We request that crossing issues for cyclists associated with the Stanmore Road/ River Road intersection are addressed as part of the project. Consideration also needs to be given to improving the design of the crossing refuge just north of the intersection of Stanmore Draper and Swanns Rd.  However, improvements to this crossing are not considered to be a substitute for a Stanmore Road/ River Road crossing.

Design and road markings

The Mobile Library parking space at the Richmond Village Green may need to be to be indented so that cyclists are not forced out into the traffic lane, particularly as there is a crossing refuge on this section of the road. Similarly the Village Green northbound bus stop should be indented so that cyclists are not forced out into the traffic lane where cars can't move over because of the refuge. 

Several of the bends along Stanmore Rd would benefit from coloured road marking on the inside cycle lane, to deter corner-cutting by cars.

We question the concept of a coloured stop box in front of a right turn lane (as at Avonside Drive).  These are difficult to access once cars are queued.  We would prefer to see a separate right-turn cycle lane if the demand is high enough (which it probably is here), as long as this does not compromise the River Road crossing point.

Thanks again for the opportunity to make this submission.  If there are matters requiring clarification, please contact our Submissions Co-ordinator Robin Delamore in the first instance.  His contact details are: 
274 Highsted Road

Casebrook

Christchurch 8051

Phone: 3599746

Email: robind@actrix.co.nz
Paul de Spa

Chairperson, Spokes Canterbury
