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Thursday, 1 May 2008

Christchurch City Council

P O Box 237 

Christchurch
PROPOSED CHRISTCHURCH CITY COUNCIL TRAFFIC AND PARKING BYLAW 2008
SUBMISSION FROM SPOKES
Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission.  Spokes Canterbury is a local cycling advocacy group with approximately 900 members that is affiliated with the national Cycling Advocate’s Network (CAN). Spokes is dedicated to including cycling as an everyday form of transport in the greater Christchurch area.
We have reviewed the draft bylaw and note that there do not currently appear to be any provisions to address the adverse effects of parking and some other related activities on the safety and convenience of cyclists.  There is an ongoing issue for cyclists in Christchurch arising from problems with encroachment by parked vehicles and construction activities onto cycle lanes and other facilities.  
Specific situations that are affecting the cycling environment include:

· Poorly and/or inconsiderately parked vehicles intruding into cycle lanes.

· Parked vehicles that are over width for the parking zone they are occupying (e.g. wide trailers, vans, buses, and trucks) and that partially or completely block the adjoining cycle lane. 
· Parking of vehicles in places where the painted lines for parking zones taper into the curb, creating a pinch point through encroachment on the cycle lane. 
· Double parking on cycle lanes.

· Placement of bins and containers on cycle lanes and the unnecessary utilisation of cycle lanes for storing construction materials and equipment and by warning and advisory signage.

· Parking on off road cycle paths and across cycle transition entry and exit points (on road/ off road).

Regulatory and enforcement action is required to address these activities, which collectively are impacting on the safety and integrity of the cycling network in Christchurch.   
We do not consider that the Land Transport (Road user) Rules 2004 can adequately address these matters in the local context.  We consider that the most appropriate way to address them is through amendments to the Traffic and Parking Bylaw that will specifically addresses encroachment arising from parked vehicles and other activities on cycle facilities. 
We therefore request that Council give consideration to including a new section in the Bylaw to address these matters.
Decision sought
Include a new section 9A under Part 1 Traffic and Parking in the bylaw, as follows:

9A
PARKING AND CYCLING FACILITIES
(1) No person shall:

(a) Stand or park a vehicle, or cause a vehicle to be parked so that any part of that vehicle intrudes into or occupies a cycle lane; or

(b) double park over a cycle lane; or

(c)  Stand or park on a cycle path (including an off road cycle path) or across the entrance or exit point to a cycle path; or

(d) utilise a cycle lane for the placement of waste-taker bins, similar receptacles or shipping containers or any other object that interferes with the use of a road, or the storing of construction materials and equipment or by warning and advisory signage;

unless that person has obtained the prior consent of an authorised officer, or in an emergency situation.
Thanks again for the opportunity to submit on the proposed Traffic and Parking Bylaw.  We would like to be heard in support of our submission.

If there are matters requiring clarification, please contact our Submissions Co-ordinator Robin Delamore in the first instance.  His contact details are: 

	274 Highsted Road

Casebrook

Christchurch 8051
	Phone: 3599746

Email: robind@actrix.co.nz



Matthew Cutler-Welsh
Chairperson

SPOKES Canterbury

